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WELLS PARK 

Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [10.00 pm]: I wish to make a statement about Wells Park in the 
City of Kwinana, a well-used local park close to where I live. The Kwinana ship wreck is located there and the 
City of Kwinana, through the support of this state government over the years, has poured money into the park to 
upgrade boat ramps and put in swing sets and barbecues. It is a well-visited family area, which my wife, young 
children and I visit.  

Recently, on 15 November, Hon Nick Goiran came to visit that area, as the area is part of the Western Trade 
Coast. I brought the member to that park so that he could familiarise himself with the Kwinana wreck. It was 
good to have him there and explain to him that it was basically a well-visited area, although it is close to and in 
the vicinity of an industrial park.  

I am disappointed to announce—I wish I did not—that, unfortunately, the block of land opposite Wells Park has 
been ear-marked for fuel tanks. The Department of State Development and LandCorp have gone ahead and made 
a decision for a 24-month lease option for the land. There was no consultation with the Kwinana Industry 
Council or with any local members of Parliament, including Hon Simon O’Brien and Hon Nick Goiran. There 
was even no consultation with the City of Kwinana. LandCorp and DSD have singlehandedly decided that this is 
the best spot for the company Puma Energy to house diesel and petrol, right opposite the park.  

I do not have a problem with industry going into these areas, but we need to be mindful of what industry is put 
across from a park where there are families. Imagine for a second, an undetected leak in a fuel holding tank and 
the volatile fuel evaporates and creates an explosive cloud, which can travel some distance. Imagine what would 
happen if someone were to light a candle, barbecue or even mosquito coil. There could possibly be an explosion.  

I am frustrated how a decision can be made to put this sort of facility on this particular block of land. I am not 
against Puma Energy being in the Western Trade Coast, but there are definitely other places in the Western 
Trade Coast where that type of facility or industry could go. I am not convinced that opposite a well-known 
family park, that is absolutely packed out on weekends, is the right place for that type of industry.  

I will be doing my utmost to have the Department of State Development and LandCorp reconsider their decision, 
by, hopefully, if it can—even though a lease option has been signed up with Puma Energy—finding an 
alternative location.  
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